
The MQM-Full Master File Instructions 

Version March 27, 2024 

Rows 

The MQM-Full master Excel file contains the complete specification of the MQM Error Typology. 

The rows in the chart represent the seven top-level error dimensions, with their various error 

subtypes displayed below them in the spreadsheet. 

 
Figure 1: Top rows, MQM Error Typology 

The rows display in color reflecting their position in the hierarchy of the MQM Typology. Figure 

2 provides a color chart explaining the color coding. In keeping with the chart, the seven top 

level dimensions appear in gold, with the 2nd level, MQM-Core error subtypes in beige. Yellow 

rows are children of items shown in beige, and pale blue, children of sub-level 3, as shown in 

Figure 2. 

Some Level 2 items are directly dependent on top-level dimensions, but they are not 

themselves members of the Core. These items appear in tangerine, with their children displayed 

in pale green. (Indentation in the coding chart is for illustration purposes. Rows are not actually 

indented in the Excel file.) 



 
Figure 2: MQM-Full Color Coding 

 

Column headings 

 

Figure 3: Column headings 

The column headings list: 

• Error Type Name 

• Error Type Description: a definition or explanation of the error type 

• Error Type Examples: Illustrative instances of each error type 

• Error Type Notes: ASTM-style Discussion notes further explaining the use of the error 

type 

Programming elements include: 

• Error Type ID: A historical reference to original DFKI/MQM Error Type Names, which may 

be needed for some applications involving older applications or algorithms 

• Error Type Parent: Visible information in the table that is useful in some calculations or 

algorithms 

The MQM-Full master Excel file contains the complete specification of the MQM Error Typology. 

The rows in the chart represent the seven top-level error dimensions, with their various sub-

level error subtypes displayed below them in the spreadsheet. 

• The rows display in color reflecting their position in the hierarchy of the MQM Typology.  



• The color chart above explains the color coding. In the chart, the seven top level 

dimensions appear in gold (Level 0), with the MQM-Core error subtypes in beige (Sub-

level 1). Levels 2 and 3 are Non-Core. 

• Some Level 1 items are directly dependent on top-level dimensions, but they are not 

themselves members of the Core. These items appear in tangerine, with their children 

displayed in pale green. (Indentation in the coding chart is for illustration purposes. 

Rows are not actually indented in the Excel file.) 

• Colors are useful for human readers, but the error type level numbers in column E are 

necessary for programming, and the non-mnemonic alphanumeric persistent identifiers 

in column F clearly disambiguate reference to core and non-core. 


